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The
TAMATEA

Pat &>Hal from,
Mother Jan.1937.

Being an abridged account of the
Mamnﬂlagmnd ﬂwbuildﬁg
of the yacht —ceoo—ty
JANE W-NEWCOMB
Leffered. and illustrated. by=

HILDA WISEMAN




= NCIENT MYTH OF

A S TAMATEA
fll A volcanic Deity ando
SR ABLATRE) W-GIBBS BECKETT.
A powerful mythic hero by name
Tamatea -o~te-ra., commonly known
as Tamatea. Hefound his home
in. the volcanic conegs which encircle
the Waitemata harbour. ‘Tamatea.
was one of the most prominent. of
Volcanic Deifies, who hade Jfor—
his consort Wairaka , familiar to
Aucklanders inthe ancient name. -
for M¢, Albert’s nurtilated. cone ~
Owairaka. Onhis return affer
one of his mythic visits, he found,
his consort. had beeru carried away
by another deity Hau ~the winds
His er knew no bounds, so hew:
took_ his magic dart(teka) and, with,
a mighty throw, cast if high. inuthe




air, it hovered. a moment then sped.
Southward., Tamafea then knew the,
direcfior Hau had fakern.. With-o
giganfic strides he followed. it -
The dart fell and. embedded. itself
in the norfhern slope of Mt.Egront
(Taranaki). After recovering the
dart he sat awhile resting o a—
prominent mound, and.here he.

layed. his flufe, which delayed the
F[au. “’I’e,h'aéutnataoko kio%ng&wha:
katangitangihangakoauaua Tamateaoterd
the longest word,girb Maori, si

means, ‘The mound upon which Tamatea
resting played his flufe.. Once
more Tamafea threw his dart in the -
air, it sped southward across the sea
of Rankawa (Cook’s 5‘&'&'1? and it came

to eﬁrth at Anaura ilL% outh Island,
Vith reneswed. energy, lamatea s

to the summit of Mf. EELTSIE
with a 5upuhuma.n bound across:
the Straifs. So great was forces




with which he leff the ecarth. that—
his weight pressed, out the cone ors
that mountainside known.to climbers
as Fantham's Feak,, and. fo the Maori
as Rangitoto (blood. red sky) sooeus
fruing the magic dart at Anauras
Tamafea cast it yet againand it struck
Arahura..  Here onthelonely bank,
of the Arahura River, his long chase-
was ended., for there he foundLhis
bitter] ~weeping Wairaka. Healso
5}::2\7 £ VilLat'uLm;15»91‘11‘:116i£ x;jdin‘g mo
the river in questof i 15ed
form of greai[:fﬁrm known asgfhggpi?ai,
So for the last time Timafea raised_»
his dart and threw it with all his
might at Hau whom it struck.down
arzg s0 itgumdﬂlat ferminine charms
lost all piquancy for him.

Tamatfea was shaking with great anger
and furning to Wairaka he said——
Cease thy weeping for that cannot now
avail thee insfead wade out into thes




sea and find me some paua food -
for 1 hunger. Sorely afraid=s
Wairaka hastened o do his bidding
she waded ouf unfil the sea reached.
tothe exqtiite faftoo orvher chin
Presently no sign of her remaineds »o

but her rich. brown fresses £loati

on the surface of the sea . o000
At this moment a miracle was: a2
enacted through Tamatea’s agency and
from that spot where Wairaka had son
gone from sight, asea rock of rich
brown hue, rose to view and was oo

there transfixeds,.  And so throughs
succeeding generations of manfo theo
present day, the rock has been known
as Vairakas. The Deity Tamatea.,
mast not be confused. with the 52
nofable sea o in, of the same a2z

name who achieved undying fame by
being the first man fo circumnavigates
both the North. and South Islands in
a single voyage inhis canoe Takitinui.
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THE, BUILDING- AND
FIRST RACE, OF THE

TAMATEA




he TAMATEAD
was designed by Mr.AC
Roebb, and built by.oo-
2 4| Northeote where the
) \ christening fook. placc:'
St wwg%dﬂfof;s'?m
aturday, Janua L O
The Tamatea \va;y named after a.
nofable Maot sea captairs of the
same. name who achieved——=>
uud‘yin,% Fame somge 20 generations
ago y bang the first manto ci
cumnavigate both 1slands in one.
voyage. On JAIWQ}?_L{ tta
Day, the yacht made rst——=
appearance. The day was marred
by appalling conditionsheayyrain
and mist and Sou Westerly Squalls.
The Tamafea was fiest over thes line
sailing under atrysail and sailing
wonderfully well under vegy fying




circumsfances. His inferesting to
note that the Tamatea was built=
from a kauri log which was growno
on our’ OWIL proper af Waitakerei
bang 4 dead one timbear——
was well seasoneds.,  The log=
was brough{: fo Auckland, harbour
by lorry and immerced inthe sea
before being cut info planks for—
&1.2/ Vw5d. TV QDI 2229XX

Along cherished dream come frue.
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Ready for the christening —~—




Crew of Tamatea”

Mother
christening
“Tamatea”

At the christe uiuﬂ




Christening
of "Tamatea”

at NOTthCOte,

“TAMANTEAY “WATTANGL"

MODERN & ANCIENT




—BUY:

HEALTH STAMPS

—FOR—

HEALTH CAMPS |

Surﬂwu Lieutenant C.Pittar
RNSVR. of HANS Achilles
River Plate Battle , Dec 1939




EXPERIENCES OF SURGEON

HIGH SRIRITS OF THE MEN

Personal experiences during the
al action were related
on-Lientena ot Pittar,
of H.M.S. es, at the
innual meeting of the / cland branch
of the Royal Empire Society, held at
Auckland University Colle last ni
Tl ident, Dr, E. H. B. Milso
1

“0On the morning of the action we
had had ‘action statio at dawn and
hiad been dismissed,” S Aeuten-
ant Pit said. “T was back in bed
and leep when suddenly the buzzsr
went. I knew immediately that it was

ause the alarm was not
v a bugle-call, as is the prac-
. The rattle went on and on,
| and [ thought there must be some
do:

when 1 my men
came through on the ephone from
the eommander, who said: ‘We are
about to engage the Graf Spee.’ T told
- men and got them to work to
cerything ready.
Terrific Din

“TI then went up on the quarter-
deck and I could see the Spee as large
life, as visibility was very good
Althouch was 10 miles awas;
| looked closer I looked there
a series of splashes just ern of her.
It was the opening salvo from the
Exeter, and th Is must have been
in the ai I was climbing the ladder.
[ had seen eno: and went strai
back to my action station.

“Down below we were kept busy try-
ing to keep things in order. The rattls
and din was terrific, the engi
goir 1l out, and the contin guna

shattering. All the ceils
ing fans fell down and we were trring
to keep up a folding ste operating
table. Dirt, paint and dust came down
on our equipment.’”

When the lull came after the main
action, Surgeon-Lieutenant Pittar sai
he went to the f{ medical
station, and was busy there for about
an hour. He v astounded at the high
spirits of the men,

Cat Only Case of “Jitters’

“I saw only one case of 4jitters’
the action, and that was the
he contin “A Jot of g
edd me how I felt, and whe
frightened, I find it most diffi-
cult to er, for I cannot: reme
how frightened 1 was. Once we h
we were about to e
feeli
race or
action that
“In the late aftc
Spea suddenly fired
blissful 1

fore 1 knew what h:

s had blaste lo a dive
for the hatch and only touched two
steps on the way down.”

Surgeon-Lieutenant Pitt
carlier in the tion he
from the captain's

put. out. his
guns . were
blown off. He
it, and a petty-officer
watching the pre of the

ally and remarked: “Well

no doubt that had the G
Spee been manned by the Bri 1, )
wonld ave sunk the three small
criisers. said at the end of his
address, it reply to a question.

—



M LX(,NIFI( EN l‘

SHIP’'S MORALE.
CERTAIN OF VICTORY

-

AUCKLAND DOCTOR’S STORY.
]

“I was amazed at the wonderful
morale of everyone on board, both before
the fi llul during the battle
itself ver) od, but no
one had any thought but that we would
he victo The idea that we could
be beaten simply did not enter anyone's
head.”

In these words Surgeon-Tieutenant C.
A. Pittar, M.1 ; F.R.A.C.S. (Opt.),
summed up his impressions of the epie.
Surgeon-Lieutenant Pittar joined th

ip at an hour’s notice during the

days of August, when Achil
left Auckland for an unknown destina-
i One of Auckland’s best-known e
lists, he was In a position to inter
the feelings that might have been
by anyone who found himself a
cipant in one of the most historic
3 of all time,
eutenant Pittar was in con-
» aft casualty station, and he |
1ow he was not called upon to deal
r casualties at his station
occurred in the
the ship, when
in the b Surg .
Pittar hur to the other
assigt his medical colleague.
e 1}1n Achilles was going
smoke n. &
praise urllll ln‘ too high for the!
ers of his staff, he ~l|t| Their
hg throughout wa
geon-Lieutenant Pittar added that
they went into action there had
time f breakfast, and when
ttle proper was over, and the task
i the Graf Spee began, 1,‘«-{
and oth came out on dec
and for something to eat.
had been busy and the can~
Laff did noble work.

REJOICING AFTER BATTLE.

Surgeon-Lieutenant Pittar.

he. walked along the deck he w
ished to find that a few she
minutes after they had been concen-

trating all their energies on puttin
end to the career of the
men of the Achilles had the
mandolins and other music:
rang with
Everyone v elated

I'he worst part of the whole
added Surgeon-Lieutenant
iti outside -\]ﬂhl\'
ip ¥ 1 ly and
I'he idea that the
uld scuttle herself did not o
anyone, but there was very
when the end came.
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TO SUVA y
el 7557
Boom Breal

In Storm

F

!

| Press Assn , Suva
. The sloop Tamatea, “hmhf
left Suva eight days ago for|
‘Auckland, sailed by her new |
‘owner, returned with a broken |
‘boom after running- into a|
storm 500 miles south of Fiji. |
. - The owner, Mr R. Cochrane,
of Kohimarama, Auckland,
'and the crew of five are all

- well,

The storm, which smashed |
the boom also blew out the |
storm  sails. When it was.
found more bad weather was |
‘ahead Mr Cochrane turned|
‘about the veferan 48-foot
vacht—well known :in Auck-|

land before being sold in Suva |
115 years ago—and ran before |
'the storm back to Fiji fm

‘iepah%

IR R s i




Hole rammed by yacht Dorothyy at Mechanics bay mooring just
after the race on Jan.29, 1935.







Dieutenant CommanderA-GRobb

desiguer and. architect
pacht Tamatea”
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